Range distribution and contributions to taxonomy of Elops smithi (ELOPIFORMES: ELOPIDAE).
This study presents the first record of Elops smithi for northern Brazil. The evidence suggests this species is being misidentified incorrectly as Elops saurus in estuaries of the Western Atlantic Ocean. Here, morphological, molecular, and cytogenetic ﻿evidence identified all ladyfish specimens from one estuary in the region as E. smithi. ﻿Thus, at least Elops smithi occurs in the northern coast of Brazil and it is recommended that specimens from this region identified as E. saurus be further investigated with genetic and cytogenetic tools in order to assure a correct species identification.